Problematic behavior of drug-dependent patients in the general hospital. A clinical and administrative approach to management.
Drug-dependent patients in general hospitals behave in ways that are difficult for medical and surgical staff to manage. Common problems include drug-seeking, states of intoxication and withdrawal, poor compliance, and behavior that is disruptive or dangerous to others. The authors describe an approach to these problematic behaviors based upon early recognition, a clinical perspective, and administrative action. Institutional initiatives are needed to overcome the practical and conceptual obstacles to effective management of these patients.